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An Ordinance AmendinE Chapter 2, Article V, Divisiorr2, Section 2-331 Entitled
"Definition$" of the C¡ty of Aurora Code of Ordinances

PURIIOSE:

Attathed ís an ordinance amending Chapter 2, Article V, Division 2. S€rtion 2.331 "Definitionf of the
City t rf Aurora Code of Ordinances to better define "responsible bidde/' for public work contracts.

B_Aei6ROUr{P;
In ea'ly 2009, the City tires contacted by the IndianaJllinoislowa Foundation for Fair Contncting (lll
FounCation), a not-foeprofit labor-rnanägement organíætion, regardrng our responsible bidding
ordinance. This organization put forwerd several persuasive arguments why and how our ordinance
couk be rnade to better protect the safety and financial value our residents receive for their tax dollars
spen':on public works contracts.

Addilionalln the Minority and Women Busirress Opportunit¡esTasHorrcÊ, which was convened in August
of 2018 and given the charge to research and make recommendatiorlr¡ to the city on wãys to ìncreáse
opportun¡t¡es for minorities and women, recommended that one of the first stepr the City should take
woul,l be to amend our ordinance regarding responsible biddîng in or'der to includÊ not orrly a definition
of "rr'sponsible biddel but also to include specifrc criteria to bê rnet by bidders to ensure such
respc nsibility.

Dlsf]l5.Sl_Oll!
The lll foundation's stated goal ir¡ endorsing retponsible bidder provitions is to promote fair contrarting
by pr rviding a "levêl playing field" in the public construction arena for taxpayers, contractors änd
workrtrs, and they had severalchanges in mind wlth regard to our ordinance. They recoÊnized that,
while the City is mandated by the State to utilize only "reiponsible bidders" åt the sarïe t¡me, no
comprehensive definition was provided by the Stäte to determine what is ô "responíble bidder."
Adtlitionally, not only does defining "responsible bidde/' for purposes of public work contrðcts assíst
publir; officials in makÍng sense of t}re responsible þidding requirements, it also helps to ensure that a
responsible contractor performs the worlt irr our cornmunity.
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Likervise, the Tasldorce reçommended that the city amend its ordinarrce to ensurÊ that when bidding
onfy 'responsíble bidderf ¡re selected to provide goods and services to the City. lt was the befÊf of the
Task Íorce th¡t bids rwarded under the Cit1l|s current definition of 'lowest reeponsible bftlflet' does not
require bidders to be concemed with diversity oÞiectives, safety isuus and compliance with the law.
Furtllermore, wÊ bel¡eve thät ämend¡ng thê responsible bidder provision offers the fity an addit-xrnal
layel of pfotect'¡on against legal challenges.

REçllMMËrrlDAnOrr
I recummend the City Councilapprwe the amendmênt to Chäpter ?, Arthle V, Drvision 2, Section 2-
3r1" Definitions" of the C¡ty of Aurorä Gode of Ord¡nences in order to Émend the respons¡ble bidder
prov sion$ of the code.


