| llinois Degartment of Transpor tadon

Z300 Scuth Dirksen Purkway / spnngfield, Hinos 32764

August 28, 2000

Mr. Keith R. Leigh
628 Coiumbus Street, Surte 208
Ottawa, illincis 61350

Dear Mr, Leigh:

Thank you for your July 26, 2000 (sfter to James J. Jereb regarding
responsible bidder determination policy. You swmte in your igtter that you ars
unable ta concur with the lilinois Department of Transportation's {IDOT)
position that the requirement of an approvec apprenicesnic =na training
program rastricts bidaers to union cantraciors.

Wa have recently met with the U.S. Department of Labor 1o glzcuss e
apprenticeship and training proegram. Cohtrary to oUr previous anderstanainy,
panicipation in this program is not exclUsive 10 unIon SONITECIors 4na theraiur
would nat unduly resinct competitive bidding, By copy of this 1ensr we are
adviging cur IDOT Distrct 3 office in Ottawa that the inclusian of the
apprenticeship and training program requirement is cermissiple ror MET-
funded projects.

In faimess fo the industry, the apprenticeship and rraning rog . rsirnsry
be 4 part of the prequaiification crileria for obuarning & LISding proposa
Another oplion would be 1o InCludes 4 NOtce 07 (e usE N 1NE wlverlsement
for bids.

Thank you for taking the time 1o researcn and provida INpUl on s ssue
Sincerely,

Deanatt 0y

Darrali W. McMurray, P.E.
Engineer of Lecal Roads ar1d Strests
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James J. Jereb  Attn: James Threadgill 1)
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Lynn Forbes  Aftn: George Sherer




